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A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse.  Isaiah 11:1 
 

Something like a month or so ago we (Beth and I) had a large (gigantic), old 
(ancient) Wild Cherry Tree taken down in our front yard.  Something about having 
an ancient one taken down bothers me but it was necessary.  Several of the large 
branches (as large as trees) were dead and a colony or more of ants had made this 
tree their high rise apartment building.  The tree guy who does my tree trimming 
and removal and I have an agreement:  He will cut the tree down, remove all the 
brush and leave me the logs to cut to fireplace length, split and keep until they are seasoned for 
the fireplace.  This tree was The Mother Lode! 
 

It is interesting how a tree being taken down and laid out across the front yard attracts neigh-
bors with unsolicited comments.  I see you had a tree taken down! Yeah.  What was it?
Cherry.  Oh, wow! Cherry!  You should have kept some of the logs for furniture, it s beautiful 
you know. Well, in the first place drying logs for furniture is time and space con-
suming and besides, there wasn’t much in the way of straight logs.  This tree had 
numerous twists and forks. Oh yeah.  I see.  The fireplace. Yep. 
 

My tree guy was merciful and provided a 35 ton log splitter for me to split the logs.  Now under 
normal circumstances this would have been really great but since I had a left hand long finger 
recovering from surgery (see the May 2015 Sidebar) I was at a bit of a disadvantage.  Neighbors 
and family came to the rescue!  My neighbor sent their squad of children and their significant 
others to split and haul logs to their wood shed as well as stack some for my use.  Beth, Beau, 
and sometimes Anna split and stacked fireplace size logs.  Neighbors would stop to help roll a 
log or two nearer to the log splitter.  Log after log after log were hauled to our wood shed and 
when that was filled to capacity logs were stacked behind the potting & tool shed.   The log split-
ter operated for seemingly unending hours during daylight and the stack of firewood grew, 
stacked along the wooded front yard.  A massive wall of split wild cherry logs lined the yard and 
people came.  What are you going to do with all that wood? They asked.  I have more than I 
can store.  Want some?  Sure! It is amazing how people are willing to help themselves to 
the bounty after all the work has been done.  Well, help yourself.  I said.  And help they did.  
What remains are a few logs and wood chips left from the splitter.  The stump remains - over 
four feet in diameter.  The ancient wild cherry tree was never my possession but I resided with it 
at what  I call my home.  
 

The Ancient Wild Cherry Tree was a remarkable gift, in my opinion.  Recognizing this tree as a 
gift, my spirituality urged me to honor the tree with a prayer of thanksgiving:  It had provided 
shade and a home for birds and squirrels, ants and insects.  It helped cleanse the air to provide 
oxygen.  It had lived a good, long and honorable life.  Its broken branches and scars were re-
minders of history.  It had weathered the storms and stood in the winds.  It was noble and I 
wanted to honor it.  Now this old tree will give one more time as it is burned for warmth and 
comfort in my home and other s homes.  I stood at the stump and prayed a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing.  A log consumed by fire knowing that it was once a mighty tree. 
 

The stump remains and eventually it will be ground up and return to earth; the amazing thing is 
this:  A shoot has grown from the side of the stump:  Trees do not want to die!  I remembered 
Isaiah 11:1 reminding me of God s faithfulness.     
 

Dr. John  
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Hello, 

As we all slowly unwind into the flow of summer, I find myself feeling like I 

have more time on my hands. Perhaps it is because the church calendar is 

less busy, but I think it is because the sun stays out much longer, which 

makes my days feel longer.  Being from the south shore of Massachusetts, we 

are one of the first states to see the sunrise, and that also means the first to see it leave 

us for the day.  What has surprised me about moving to Ohio is that the sun stays out lat-

er than it does at home.  Our sunset here is 40 minutes later than at home.  On June 21st, 

we have the most hours of sunlight during the year.  And I think of how much extra time I 

can spend out in the yard gardening and working in the flowerbeds.   

Thinking about sunlight inevitably brings me back to my faith.  (I’m a pastor, so let’s face 

it. There are few things that I cannot tie into my faith and come up with a nice sermon 

illustration with.)  As I feel the warmth of the sun, I hear the Gospel of John 8:12, saying, 

“When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, ‘I am the light of the world.  Whoever fol-

lows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of eternal life.”  What an in-

credible gift that is!  To know that when we reach out to Christ, though we go through 

dark times, Christ will light our way and guide us into hope.    

We all carry Christ in our hearts and souls. And when we encounter dark times in life, we 

may want consider not looking for the light, but decide to become it instead. May we let 

our Christ light shine, the Divinity found within us shape our surroundings. May we re-

veal hope to the hopeless, peace to the fearful, and rest to the weary. Roald Dahl once 

said, “If you have good thoughts, they will shine out of your face like sunbeams and you 

will always look lovely.”   When we share God’s love with others we light up the whole 

world with joy and love.  May we not shine so that others can see us. But rather, let us 

shine so that through us, others may see Christ. 

As I look out my window today, I am thankful of every tomorrow’s forecast: God reigns 

and the son shines.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Sarah 
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SPIRITUAL PASTORAL CARE CORNER 

 

 

A Thank You to the Congregation 

    (Prayers were requested of our congregation through one of our church families) 

    (Michaels name remained on the bulletin prayer list for many months.) 
        

     Last Easter, Michael was leukemia –free. He was appreciative for all your thoughts and prayers and receiving 
a prayer card from your church prayer group was amazing.  The power of prayer—what a blessing!  Thank you 
so much!! 

 

Michael’s Dad Shares these thoughts on the Passing of His Son: 

    The meaning of Michael in Hebrew is “who is like God” and the meaning of Vincent, in Latin, means 
“Conqueror.” Little did we know when we named him Michael Vincent that he would become a warrior against 
this disease.  Michael’s passing leaves us all wondering why, but only God is omnipotent.  We do not have the 
ability to comprehend God’s plans for this life. 

     We must move on now, as many others have who experienced times like this, and some even worse, have 
moved on to fulfill God’s plan.  We are all given different gifts from God, and those gifts are tied to your purpose 
God has for you in your life.  Live everyday going forward to the fullest; that is what Michael wanted and what 
God wants.  We are all connected by our hearts and soul and spirits.  Each hug, each kind word and each prayer 
fills our hearts with joy and helps heal the pain of loss.  Look forward and ask God to guide your steps.  

 

 

Michael had a Heart for Children with Cancer. 

 In Michael’s own words: 
 

“Don’t feel sorry for me.  Feel sorry for the child down the hall who has not experienced a fraction of what I 
have experienced.  Feel sorry for all the millions of children down the hall who are fighting for the opportunity 
to experience.  Then do something about it.” 

 

Michael Vincent Sullivan 

6/20/1985—2/1/2015 
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 MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  
 

THE ATWOOD AND FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH HERITAGE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS –in the 
amount of $1200 was presented to Madeline Ann Carter. 

 Madeline will be junior at Kent State University majoring in History with a minor in Political Science and 
Marketing.  She is a member of the Honors College and on the Dean’s List.  She is employed by the Kent 
State University Department of Athletics.  Madeline was an active member of youth fellowship going on 
4 mission trips, and a Starlight Room Server.  She participates in Warriors Journey Home Ministry. 
Madeline is the daughter of Doug and Ann Carter. 
 

THE PATRICIA HOLCOMB AND FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH HERITAGE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
in the amount of $1000 was presented to Alexandria Marie Joyner. Alex will be a sophomore at the 
University of Akron, majoring in Sports Management.  Alex is on the Dean’s List and is employed by the 
College of Engineering at the University of Akron.  She is also one of the Sunday morning receptionists 
here at First Congregational Church. Alex was a member of youth fellowship and active in church activi-
ties.   Alexandria is the daughter of Guy and Stephanie Joyner. 
 

THE ANNA SCHWENDEMAN AND FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH HERITAGE MEMORIAL SCHOLAR-
SHIPS in the amount of $1000 was presented to. Carrie Ann Hadley.  Carrie will be a senior at Kent 
State          University where she is on the Dean’s List.  She is the Assistant Web Editor of Kent State 
Wired and is      employed at the Office of the Provost at Kent State University.  Carrie was active in 
youth fellowship and Rebuilding Together. Carrie is the daughter of Joseph and Joan Hadley. 
 

THE STARKEY AND FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH HERITAGE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS in the 
amount of $1200 was presented to Derek Scott Kemph.  Derek is a senior at Slippery Rock University, 
majoring in Secondary Education Social Studies. Derek has held many leadership offices on campus, 
where he is employed as a Community Resident Assistant.  He is an active member of The Harbor      
College Bible Study on campus.  He also participates in campus outreach ministries including the Food 
Pantry and Habitat for Humanity. Derek participated in 5 youth mission trips and continues to be in-
volved in church activities such as the Starlight Ranch and Rebuilding together.  Derek is the son of Scott 
and Alisa Kemph.  
 

THE ULI BOSCHERT, DR RICHARD NEITZ AND FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH HERITAGE MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIPS in the amount of $1500 was presented to Corbin Michael Wade.  Corbin will be a senior 
at Walsh University, majoring in Nursing. He is a freshman retreat leader and participated in a nursing 
mission trip to Tanzania in 2014. He has been accepted into the Nursing Internship Program at Akron 
Children’s Hospital. Corbin was an active member of youth fellowship going on 5 mission trips as well as 
a server and performer for the Starlight Room.  Corbin is an African Sky Student Ambassador. He is    
employed at Delaine’s Grill.  Corbin is the son of Denny and Cherie Wade  
 

THE WILGOHS  MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP. (TO BE AWARDED ONLY TO A GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENT) in the amount of $1500 was presented to Samantha Marie Williams. Samantha will be a 
freshman at Wesley College, majoring in Nursing.  She is a graduate of Tallmadge High School,          
graduating 12th in her class with a 4.10 GPA. She is captain of the Varsity Girls Soccer team, is an Honor 
Roll student and has received the Scholar Athlete Award for 4 years.  She is a very active member of 
youth fellowship, Starlight Room, VBS, 3 mission trip and Breakfast with Santa.  She has been a member 
of the Board of Christian Education since 2013. Samantha is the daughter of Scott and Beth Williams. 

.  
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Vacation Bible School 

You are invited to MOVE, ACT, CARE, FOLLOW and SHARE at G-Force:  God’s Love in Action 
Vacation Bible School.  Children age 4 through 5

th
 grade (as of April 2015) are welcome to explore 

and experience serving God and others with active love.  The fun begins June 21 and ends June 25 
from 6-8 PM. The adventures includes music that will energize your ears, interactive Bible fun, super 
science projects, cool crafts, hands- on mission work, delicious snacks, and great games.  To register, 
please fill out the VBS form which is on the welcome center or ask Wendy Brown to email you one.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School 

During the summer, we give our Sunday School teachers a well-deserved break.  We need some   
volunteers during the summer to help with our One Room School House class.  This will be for chil-
dren age 3 to grade 3.  They will meet in room 207 from 9:30 – 10:30 (same time as summer worship).  
If you have children in that age group, I would love to have you volunteer for ONE week to 

teach. There are only a few more dates that need a teacher; 

July 19 Jeremiah 

July 26 Timothy 

Aug 9  Psalm 23 

Aug 30 1 Corinthians 13 

Please see Wendy to sign up; curriculum will be provided for you. 
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  ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

July’s Movie Sermon Series 

This July, Pastor Sarah will be preaching a 

sermon series on popular movies.  This is 

sure to be a fun way of engaging our faith 

and seeing it played out in major motion 

films.  Below is the list of movies that will 

be the sermon topics. Seeing the movies 

will not be necessary to appreciate the 

sermon, but may be fun if you have a 

chance to view it ahead of time! 

July 5– “Harvey” (1950) 

July 12– “As Good As It Gets” (1997) 

July 19– “The Lego Movie” (2014) 

July 26– “The Imitation Game” (2014) 

Monday Night Manna 

Come and be fed with God’s blessings 

every Monday night in July.  This        

gathering of young adults, ages 18-25, 

will be doing a book club (book soon to 

be announced), enjoying food and        

fellowship with one another.   

We will also discuss a variety of outings 

and service projects to participate in this 

summer and fall!  

Come hang out with your Youth             

Fellowship friends from years past as we 

continue to grow in our faith! 

See Pastor Sarah for questions. 

Who: all 18-25 year olds 

What: a time of faith and fellowship 

Where:  Panera Bakery, 689 Howe Ave, 

Cuyahoga Falls 

When: Every Monday in July, 8-9PM 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Yarning for Peace, the prayer shawl and Baptism blanket ministry, will be taking a break for the 

summer beginning with the June meeting.  We will resume again on Monday, September 14th.     
Although we won't be meeting, please continue to work on your prayer shawls because those who 
might need a prayer shawl don't take a break.  You may leave your finished shawls in the church mail 

room or the quilters room labeled with Yarning for Peace.  For further information contact Dee West at 330-
633-4421. 

Hold Me Tight Workshop  

Deepening Connection for Couples: “Hold Me Tight” 
We are created by God to be relational - to be connected to others. In marriage, we live 

out this need to be connected to another in a way far more complex and intimate than 

any other relationship. This connection, which is relational and spiritual, is key to being content in 

this special relationship. The workshop will be led by Norma Bryant, a licensed professional     

clinical counselor and member of our church, and David Teare, a licensed professional clinical counselor.  All 

couples are welcome, whether newly married, married for decades, or thinking about getting married.  Please 

come join us!  Workshop dates are Saturday, August 15th and 22nd, 9am-3:30pm each day.  Childcare and 

lunches are provided. Cost is $175 per couple. Registration and payment is due by August 1st - just call    

Norma Bryant (330-618-0826) to register and for more information.  

            Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group       

                      Tuesday, June 30, at 11:00 A.M. 
 

”The Alzheimer’s Association’s Caregiver Support Groups are designed to provide   
emotional, educational and social support for caregivers through regularly scheduled meetings.  They help 
participants develop methods and skills to solve problems.  The groups encourage  caregivers to maintain 
their own personal, physical and emotional health, as well as optimally care for the person with dementia.”             

                                               

The Church office will be closed on July 3, 2015 in celebration of the July 4th week-

end. If there is an emergency, please call Rev. Sarah Courtney at 860-993-2094. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

Congregators  will be meeting on July 7th at the Hartville Kitchen.  We will meet at 11:30 a.m.  

Please call Julie Long with any questions.  330-926-0527 

Bath Church UCC presents…                                                

Israel: A Biblical Journey                                                                 

with Optional 4 night discover Jordan Post Tour extension  

November 11-19, 2015 

For more information contact Bath Church @ 330-666-3520 

 
Tallmadge Ministerial Association  

presents 
“TALLMADGE SERVE DAY” 

September 19, 2015 
 

The churches of Tallmadge are coming together to bless the city.  We are hoping to help 4 homeowners with 
yard clean ups, paint and minor repairs to homes. We are need of: 

 A home contractor– someone who can lead the team in the work projects with the know-how 
 Someone to be a spiritual leader of the group and connect with the homeowners 
 Volunteers to work on the house projects. 
 

If you are interested in participating in this, please contact Pastor Sarah .  

Boy Scout Rummage Sale 

Troop 361 wants to thank so many of you who brought and bought items at the     
rummage sale.  It was another very successful fundraiser and it wouldn’t have been 
possible without your help.  We really do appreciate our relationship with the people 
and the staff of this church. 
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General Operating Fund Note:  

 During May, 2015, receipts of $38,520 were ($4,585) below the monthly budget.  Actual expenses for 
May were $45,073 leaving a deficit for the month of ($6,553) and a year-to-date deficit of ($23,472).  
Operating expense is on budget year-to-date, which is good news considering the winter-seasonal expens-
es are finally beginning to taper off.  However, operating revenue is now ($23,853) under budget, primari-
ly due to the level of Faith Offerings.  Our cumulative Operating Fund Deficit sits at ($51,235).  Signing up 
for electronic transfers is an easy way to meet your monthly pledge goals and to pre-arrange regular pur-
chases of SCRIP cards.  Faith Offerings can also be mailed to the Church Office.  Please continue to support 
the SCRIP Program for both your day-to-day and big ticket purchases.  

What you may not see in the Operating Fund statements is that they really tell the story of our many 
Church ministries.  Worship, Christian Education, Visitation, Life Journey, Music, Family, Women’s and 
Men’s Fellowships and WNI and Social Action/Outreach are really where your Faith Offerings are spent.  
Where do our ministries fit in importance in your life? 

   

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Let’s Raise the Roof 

We, the members of the congregation of First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, are blessed to have a 
church building where we can worship, meet in fellowship, and enjoy the sacraments associated with our faith.  
The church has a long history of being a focal point of it’s community and a tradition we seek to grow and    
preserve for future generations. 

Very soon, the combined ministry boards of Trustees and Stewardship will kick off a program to replace the flat 
roof over the educational wing, offices, and music room.  This is a real and urgent need that cannot undergo 
the typical budget process.  Therefore, we will be highlighting a fund raising program that will allow any    
member to be an integral part of this process. 

This project needs to be completed prior to the winter weather systems moving in .  While our goal may seem 
lofty, we know our members have always risen to the task of raising funds when the need is truly there.   

A goal thermometer will be displayed in the church entry area that will visually update everyone on a weekly 
basis of where we stand on completing our goal.  Stay tuned for updates during Sunday services and future  
issues of the Herald. 

Richard Thomason 

Chairman, Board of Trustees 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dear First Congregational Church Family & Dr. John Schluep, 
Thank you for the prayers, cards and kind words in the loss of our mother, grandmother, and 
great –grandmother, Ruth Velka.  A very special thank you to Dr. John for the pastoral visits 
and for the reading of her Eulogy.  We are truly blessed to have the love and support from 
this church.   
May God Bless you,  Dorothy & Ted Achimasi, Stephanie, Guy, Alexandria & Nicholas Joyner, and the Ruth 
Velka Family. 
 

Dear Scholarship Committee,   
I would like to thank you for awarding me with The Holcomb and FCC Heritage Memorial Scholarship.  I am 
truly blessed and honored to receive this scholarship.  I am so grateful to belong to such a great church family.  
With sincere thanks and God Bless you all, Alexandria Joyner 
 

Dear First Congregational Church of Tallmadge, 
Thank you so much for the restaurant gift card given to me on music appreciation Sunday.  Working with the 
Cherub Choir brings me great joy.  Thank you for giving me the opportunity to do so.  
 Sincerely, Lisa Foster 
 
Dear First Congregational Church Family, 
Thank you for all your prayers.  Everything is going well with my shoulder.  Also, thank you for prayers for 
Cathleen’s mom.  She is doing well and we hope to take her to church soon.  Love, Mark & Cathleen Clark. 
 
Hello Dr. Schluep and church family, 
Thank you for an amazing baptism of our son Rylan, niece, Adelyn and nephew, Westyn.  It was such a special 
and beautiful service.  It was wonderful all standing up there together with our children.  We were so happy 
that not only did you marry us all, but now have baptized all of our children.  It meant a lot to each and every-
one of us and our families.  The blankets given to all of our children are beautiful and we know that when we 
use them they are wrapped in the love of the church.  Again, thank you from the bottom of our hearts,  Mike 
and Michelle Harmon, Erin and Matthew Harmon, Brian and Megan Kaludy 
 
Dear Friends of ACCESS: 
Thank you very much for your generous support of ACCESS.  On behalf of the homeless women and children 
who stay here, I would like to extend our sincere gratitude for your donation of $100.  Last year 429 homeless 
women and children found safety and support at ACCESS.  Your gift will underwrite the costs of our                
comprehensive programming designed to break the cycle of homelessness.   
Sincerely, Lynn Budnick, Executive Director. 
 
Dear Friends of  OPEN M, 
Your thoughtful donation of $95 to support all our community outreach programs shows your concern for  
others in action.  We truly appreciate your decision to make OPEN M a charity of choice.  With your support, 
we are making a difference in so many lives, each and every day.   
With Gratitude, Dottie Achmoody, MPA Chief Executive Officer 
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                                     BOOKMARKS  
 

 
 

 

Greetings,    

 

Having a good summer?  I hope so.  Enjoy each day. 

 

We have had a lot of books donated to the library recently.  I’m hoping to find a home for most of them in 
one of the sections.  Many thanks to those of you who remember the library in this way. 

 

The first book I want to tell you about was recently donated to us.  “Not Welcome Home” by John Wesley 
Fisher.  It’s billed as a “Suspense Novel.”  Mr. Fisher served with the Fourth Infantry Division in Vietnam, so 
he knows the sights, sounds, feelings of Vietnam.  This book was written in hopes of helping the soldiers still 
coping with their experiences in Vietnam and their unfriendly return home.  PTSD is a common topic here 
at First Congregational Church with our ongoing help group – Warriors’ Journey Home.  In the commen-
taries, Bob Resling (Lt Col. USAF retired), says “a must read for veterans, families, and friends who continue 
to struggle with this enduring tragedy.”  I pray this book can be a help to some of you. 

 

Another book given to the library – “Akron Women” by Kathleen L. Endres, Carolyn Herman and Penny Fox.  
I read this cover to cover and found the pictures, places, people, clothing very interesting (and entertain-
ing).  Many familiar places are mentioned:  St. Bernard’s, Zion Lutheran Church, Children’s Hospital, O’Neil’s 
and on and on.  The front cover is a picture of the “Co-Eds” an all-girl band in the 1940’s.  This book con-
tains many pictures of Akron women’s organizations, weddings, activities, and “get together” groups from 
the late 1800’s to mid-1900.  A good book! 

 

Any books I highlight are always on the display. 

 

We still have several books available about World War I and II….also some historical events.  Call me if in-
terested:  330.926.1609. 

 

Jo Hostutler 

 

“In one bold stroke you can transform today”  (quote by Marilyn Grey) 
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Educational Opportunities – Partners In Ministry 

Members of our church have the opportunity for deeper spiritual growth through participation in 
the basic courses offered by Partners In Ministry. Once participants complete these 11 courses 
they are eligible for Certification within the Eastern Ohio Association  

 

 

These classes are taught usually by UCC pastors who have a gift for education and teaching adults. They 
are truly motivated and offer these opportunities for spiritual growth beyond what is generally available at a 
local church. Each class has sixteen hours of class time and out of class time to fully learn the subject mat-
ter.  

Contact Dr. John for questions about Partners in Ministry.  

 Introduction to Biblical Studies 

 Old Testament I 

 Old Testament II 

 New Testament I 

 New Testament II 

 Introduction to Theology 

 Spiritual Disciplines 

 Leadership 

 Polity 

 Church History 

 Personal Ethics 

No Burden.  An American missionary who was walking down the streets of a Chinese city was 

greatly interested in the children, many of whom were carrying smaller children upon their 

backs and managing at the same time to play their games.  “It is too bad” the American sym-

pathetically said to one little fellow, “The you have to carry such a heavy burden!”  “He is no 

burden,” came the quick reply: “He is my brother.” “Well, you are chivalrous to say so!” said 

the man, and he gave the boy some money.  When the missionary returned home he said to his family, “A 

little Chinese boy has taught me the fullest meaning of the words, “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so 

fulfill the law of Christ.“ 

 He recounted his interview and added, “If a little Chinese boy can carry and care for his brother and refuse 

to consider him a burden, surely we ought not to think it a burden to carry our brother, the weak and the 

needy ones, who look to us for help.  Let us rejoice as we carry one another and say, by our actions “He is no 

burden; he is my brother.” 

Stephen Ministers work together with Rev. Dr. John and Rev. Sarah to reach more people with Christian care 
than our pastors can reach by themselves.   Do you feel God’s call to carry your brother in a crisis?   If so, con-
tact Ron Mitchell @ 330-633-4055.  Do you need a Stephen Minister who is Christ Centered to journey with 
you through your difficult time?  Are concerned about someone you know?  You are encouraged to contact:  
Sharon Letzler at 330-699-9794 or Dr. John or Pastor Sarah at 330-633-4931 for more information. 

Stephen Minister Update:  We currently have one male and five female Stephen Ministers in caring relation-

ships.  (In the Stephen Ministry program men support men and women support women).  We have two male 

Stephen Leaders without a care receiver and who are willing to support you. 
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The Prayer Chain Connection.   
There are ten church members dedicated to service through praying for individual’s concerns and 
celebrations.  Prayer requests may be known by filling out a yellow colored prayer card and     
placing it in the offering plate on Sunday morning or in the prayer box in the narthex.  You may 
wish to call  Dorothy Taylor at 330.633.3008 or Karen Sauerbrey at 330.920.1285.  Thank you. 

Condolences:  

Noreen Ashley   
Tim Ashley 
Janette Beckwith 
Marian Belisle 
Marilyn Berta (Coletta Spoler’s 
daughter) 
Jack  & Nancy Burgess 
Carol Carter 
Dick & Jean  DeWitt 
Linda Dove 
Jean Freyman 
Tom Freyman 
Deanna Getowski 
Sherry Soppi– Gron 
Joseph Hedrick 
Ray Jurkowski 

Joe Kainrad 
Jim Kelly 
John King 
Dolores Koneval 
Bob & Eva Lowry 
Jackie Parker 
Doris Parson 
Judy Peverall 
Gary Rambler  
Karen Sauerbrey 
Betty Saviers 
Betty Schoffman 
Janet Scoville 
Jay Showalter 
Charles Stayshich 
 

Phil Tanner 
Janet & Russ Terrell 
Betty Vestal 
Steve Wood 
Donice Wooster 
Rita Wray 
Olive Yohey 
Pat & Zim Zimmerman 
1st Battalion 145th Armored Regi-
ment [Ohio Nat’l Guard) 
Alzheimer's Care Giver Support 
Group 
Prayer chain members & those who 
need our prayers 
 
 

Please Remember in Prayer    

Deepest sympathy to Don & Glenna Simmons and family on the loss of Don’s brother, Carl.  Carl E.    
Simmons passed away May 21, 2015.   A Funeral service was held on May 28, 2015 at St. Andrew     
Episcopal Church in Akron. 

Sincere sympathy to  Dorothy (Ted) Achimasi, Stephanie (Guy) Joyner and their families on the loss of 
mother, grandmother and great– grandmother Ruth Velka.  Ruth passed away on Sunday, May 17, 2015.  
A Funeral service was held May 20, 2015 at St. John Lutheran Church in Akron, OH.  

Deepest sympathy to Theresa Heaton and family on the loss of husband, father and grandfather, Russ.  
Russell Heaton passed away on June 3, 2015.   A Memorial service was held at the Hopkins Lawver     
Funeral home in Ellet on June 9, 2015.   The Rev. Dr. John Schluep officiated.  

It is a privilege to offer prayers on your behalf.  Our prayer request list can become quite lengthy!  If you 

feel there is no longer a need to remain on the prayer list please contact the church office at 330.633.4931, 

thank you.  Pastoral Care Staff 
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UPCOMING SUNDAYS/SERVICES 

Preaching Schedule: 

June 21 Rev. Sarah Courtney 

June 28  Dr. John Schluep 

July 5    Rev. Sarah Courtney 

July 12  Rev. Sarah Courtney 

July 19  Rev. Sarah Courtney 

July 26  Rev. Sarah Courtney 

June 21  Dick & Pat Kemph, Scott & Alisa Kemph 

June 28  Todd & Erin Hoffman, Curt & Janice Carlton 

July 5  Dick & Pat Kemph, Dave & Donna Marlow 

July 12 Richard & Karen Thomason, June Kolb  

July 19 Todd & Erin Hoffman, Cindie Anderson, Jackie Mohr 

July 26  Suzanne Creswell, Carol Penn, Jim & Betty Cottrill 

     Altar Flowers 

June 21 Morrow, Hostutler 

June 28   Poff, Zimmer 

July 5   Clarke, Gulledge 

July 12 Peverall 

July 19 Tanner, Marshall 

July 26 Ringler 

June 21  Don Simmons, Bob McPherson, Ken Caldwell, Tim Burns 

June 28  Kim & Gary Fulton, John Huffman, Susan Schunk 

July 5  Curt Carlton, Fred Mong, John & Donna Phillips 

July 12 Karen Sauerbrey, Sandy Pressler, Darlene Farnsworth, Dorothy Taylor 

July 19  Carol Penn, June Kolb, Erin Hoffman, Denise Haynes 

July 26  Susan Schunk, Sandy Pressler, Carolyn Villers, Dorothy Taylor 

USHERS 

 

May 24 

8:30 Worship      36 

10 am Worship  223 

 

May 31  

9:30 Worship   213 

 

 

June 7 

9:30 Worship   205 

 

 

June 14 

9:30 Worship  197 

 



 

15 

 

July 
 

 Sun 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  30 
 
11 a.m. Alzheimer’s 
caregiver support 
group 

1 
9 am Quilters 
 
 

 
 
 

2 

 

 

3 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

4 

4th of July 

 

 6 
 
 
7 p.m. Heritage 

 

8 pm  Young  

adults– Panera 

 

7 
 7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
12:00 Congregators 
 
 
 

7:00 All God’s     
children 
 

8  

9 am Quilters 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

9 

 

 
 
 
 
 

10 

 

 

11 

 13 

 

7 p.m. Heritage 

 

8 pm  Young  

adults– Panera 

14 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 
 
6:00  Card Making 

15 

  9 am Quilters 

 

16 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

17 

Herald Deadline 

18 

 

 

 20 

7 pm Heritage 

 

8 pm  Young  

adults– Panera 

 

21 
7am Bagnoli  Bible 
Study 
 

 
 
 
 

22 
9 am Quilters 

 

 

Herald 
 

 

23 

 

 
 
 
 
 

24       

 
 
 

25 

 

 27 

7 pm Heritage 

8 pm  Young  

adults– Panera 

28 
7 a.m. Bible Study 
11 am Alzheimer 
support group 

29 
 
9 am Quilters 

30 31  

 

28 
9:30 Worship 

 

 

9:30 One Room 

schoolhouse 

 

10:30  SPCM 

 

 

5 Communion 

9:30 Worship 

9:30 One room 

school house 

 

 

 

6 pm WJHM 
 

12   9:30 Worship 

       9:30 One room 

school house 

 

 

 
 

 

 

19   

9:30 Worship 

9:30 One Room 

schoolhouse 

 

 

  6 pm WJHM     

 

26 

9:30 Worship 

9:30 One Room 

schoolhouse 

 

5 WJHM 
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Spiritual/ Pastoral Care Ministry Contacts 
Pastoral staff   Rev. Dr. John Schluep   Senior Pastor & Warrior’s Journey Home Ministry    330.633.4931 jschluepfcc@sbcglobal.net 
           Rev. Sarah Courtney     Associate Pastor        330.633.4931 revsarahfcc@sbcglobal.net     
   

Heart’s in Service  Barbara Rowles   330.733.2008  34babs@sbcglobal.net 
Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Group & 
Elders Ministry                           Roberta Nehrenz                                         330-634-0713                           rgnehrenz@att.net  
 
Life’s Journey Ministry Leslie Taylor   330.687.0881  ltaylor@services4aging.org 
Prayer Chain  Dorothy Taylor   330.633.3008  treatgirl@outlook.com 
Stephen Ministry  Ron Mitchell   330.633.4055  Mitchell_rd@hotmail.com 
   Tom Letzler   330.699.9794  tletzler@neo.rr.com 
   Sharon Letzler   330.699.9794   
Yarning for Peace  Dee West                    330.633.4421  dwest890@aol.com 

Staff E-Mail Addresses 

Nancy Beken  Administrative Assistant & Secretary  tallmadgefcc@sbcglobal.net 

Beth Loresch  Receptionist, Herald, Bulletin   bethfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Brown  Director of Christian Education  wbrownfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Nancy Lynn Robinson  Director of Music / Organist   nrbgp@aol.com    

Denise Daniels  Chancel Ringers    Jackspsych@aol.com   

Bill Hoover  Finance Administrator   bhooverfcc@sbcglobal.net 

Steve Ristich  Head Custodian  (Mon-Fri, Day Shift) 

Teresa Snyder  Assistant Custodian  (Mo,Tu,We & Th) 

Mark Bell   Assistant Custodian 

DATE: June 17 , 2015 

___________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:rgnehrenz@att.net

